Prostitution in Sheffield, a city with over half a million population, has been reviewed in its legal, social work, and medical aspects. The years studied were 1960-73. The medical studies were confined to the years 1968-72.
Introduction
The role of prostitutes as vectors of venereal infection varies widely in different parts of the world. In the United Kingdom the percentage of infections which they cause in men has been variously estimated. Willcox (1962) suggested that prostitutes were the source of between 15 to 19 per cent. of infections compared with 21 per cent. in 1954. Dunlop, Lamb, and King (1971) aSee In 1972 the probation department of the local social services decided to detach a social worker, with his wife, to live in the most notorious area of the city. The main purpose was to bring social worker services in a totally committed, good neighbour way to an area where it was believed to be most needed. In particular it was hoped that the spread of drug abuse would be curtailed. In the event the social worker's wife came to know her prostitute neighbours very well (Pickup, personal communication) . They numbered about twenty with about five in prison at any one time. She was able, if they wished, to help them arrange their lives more effectively. She advised them that, whereas prostitution is not in itself a crime, loitering and soliciting for the purpose are offences. She also counselled them on contraception, the use of condoms as a means of self-protection against infection, the need for regular attendance at the local department of venereology, and the wisdom of seeking legal aid, being represented in court, and fulfilling probationary obligations.
She learned much about the life style of the prostitutes and came to know their children and menfolk. She also counselled runaway girls who drifted into the area and were thinking of entering the profession. She was impressed with the ease with which the girls drifted into the local brothel area when they ran away from home, and when shortage of money drove them to the cheapest accommodation.
Medical aspects
Sixty prostitutes were seen in the local department of venereology during the 5 years 1968 to 1972. 1968  7  20  21  55  1969  6  13  14  52  1970  6  18  34  32  1971  8  25  43  49  1972  11  20  30  45   Total  38  96  142  233 aSee Tables IV and V are shown. At least ten women were known to be active throughout the 5 years, and another six were probably also in this category. 44 women attended during only 1 of the 5 years. Some had repeated infections in one calendar year. During the 5-year period the average number of infections in the sixty women was 2 4. Their past history showed that they had an average of four infections each.
Complications of gonorrhoea were common. No less than 25 (41-7 per cent.) of the sixty women had had an attack of salpingitis at some time. Two of these subsequently had an ectopic pregnancy. Several others exhibited the 'one child sterility syndrome', so well recognized in Victorian times. One had gonococcal septicaemia and two had a Bartholin's abscess. All sixty women had had trichomoniasis and overall its prevalence rate was similar to that of gonorrhoea. On the other hand, other sexually transmissible diseases appeared to be nomore common in prostitutes than in the other women attending the clinic with gonorrhoea. Three of the sixty have been referred to a gynaecologist on account of abnormal cervical cytology.
Discussion
Measured by the number of prosecutions the Street Offences Act has had no effect on the number of women practising prostitution. This is more apparent in Sheffield than nationally, but it must be remebered that prostitution is largely a 'big city' phenomenon. Clearly there is in Sheffield an acute awareness of prostitution as a social phenomenon. The police expect the magistrates to support their endeavours to maintain law and order, and the magistrates need to note changing social attitudes, probation officer's reports, and the representations of defending solicitors. They must also consider whether their sentencing policy is effective in containing law-breaking, maintaining standards of public order, and meeting the expectations of the public as well as the police concerning respect for the law.
There is no doubt that in recent years the fall in the proportion of charges proceeded with and the replacement of imprisonment by the suspended sentence and support from the probation service reflect changing attitudes. Greater social awareness is also evident in the application of the legal aid system and the deployment of a social worker giving on-the-spot opportunities for day-to-day support to prostitutes. There is no evidence that this more liberal approach has curtailed the numbers involved, but it has offered a more relaxed atmosphere in which prostitutes feel free to seek legal, social, and medical care. In this way it may be seen to be helpful.
In medical terms prostitution is as hazardous as ever. Rees and Annels (1969) (Keighley, 1968) . Half the expected number in our series have already developed this condition.
Our findings clearly demonstrate the importance of the prostitute as a vector of gonorrhoea and we share Wigfield's warning about the danger of underestimating it. The prostitute must be remembered in the planning of local venereal disease control programmes in the United Kingdom.
Overall, prostitutes accounted for one in six of cases of locally acquired gonorrhoea in men. Local prostitutes made the biggest contribution in the years 1968 and 1971, years when local control endeavours were thought to be at their best, particularly 1968 when after 7 or 8 years of vigorous contact tracing the number and proportion of locally infected males fell (Morton, 1970 Concerted effort by all so concerned would assist a rational approach to the problems involved in recognizing the emotionally crippled and socially inept prostitute in need of long-term social support and intermittent medical care. In contrast to the simple, speedy, and cheap methods used in the past, this approach would be more complicated, timeconsuming, and expensive. Such changes call for careful consideration and indicate the need for a nationally based review of all aspects of prostitution.
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